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What is this FP7 Post-Grant Pilot?  
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• The EC FP7 Post-Grant Open Access Pilot will provide funding to 

cover the OA publishing fees for publications arising from completed 

FP7 projects 

 

• 4 million euros are made available by the EC to fund the OA  

“post-grant” publications of over 8,000 completed FP7 projects 

 

• The Pilot will last for a maximum of two years (i.e. until Apr 30th, 2017) 

or until its budget is exhausted  



Requirements for Eligibility 

• The FP7 project should have finished by the time the funding is requested, but no 
longer than two years ago; 
 

• A maximum of three publications will be funded per eligible FP7 project as a means to 
ensure a fair distribution of the funding across projects; 
 

• Publications eligible for funding must be peer-reviewed; 
 

• Funding requests must be submitted once the publication has been accepted; 
 

• Publications submitted to hybrid journals will not be funded, but only those accepted at 
fully Open Access journals; 
 

• Funding caps of €2,000 for research articles and €6,000 for monographs apply for this 
Pilot; 
 

• The final version of the funded output must be deposited in an OpenAIRE-compliant 
Open Access repository. 
 
  
 
 

Full Pilot policy guidelines available at https://www.openaire.eu/postgrantoapilot 



Update in Eligibility Time-Window 

https://postgrantoapilot.openaire.eu/ 



Applying for Funding: the System 
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System requests information on: 

 

-Researcher (at registration time) 

-FP7 project 

-Publication (article/journal/APC) 

-Accounting (invoicing) 

 

An important recommendation: 

 

Please submit your request upon 

completion of the publication data 

without waiting for an invoice to 

arrive 
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Outcomes: Granted Funding Requests 

https://www.openaire.eu/100th-granted-funding-request-from-the-ec-fp7-post-grant-open-access-pilot 
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Letter to PCs from DG CONNECT 
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Granted Funding Requests by Country 
104 granted funding requests as of Nov 17th (up from 52 as of Sep 30th) 

• arising geographic bias in 

funding distribution across 

countries 

 

• dissemination activities 

focused on areas of low 

activity 

 

• it takes time to collect 

funding requests from 

researchers 
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Granted Funding Requests by Publisher 

Discussions for entering pre-payment agreements already under way based on these figures 
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Granted Funding Requests by Journal 
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Average APC Paid So Far 

 
 
Average APC fee  
paid so far (Sep 30th) 
€ 1352 
 
Std dv  
€  359 
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APC-equivalent Funding Mechanism 

Instead of APCs, this APC-equivalent funding mechanism for APC-free OA journals will 

fund technical improvements in the publishing workflows at eligible journals. 

 

Two main challenges to tackle: 

 

• Defining the technical and administrative mechanisms for providing the funding 

  

• Making sure eligible researchers will submit their work to these journals 

 

 



Feedback Sought from NOADS 



www.openaire.eu 

@openaire_eu 

facebook.com/groups/openaire  

linkedin.com/groups/OpenAIRE-

3893548 

Thank you! 

pablo.decastro@kb.nl 

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6300-1033  
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