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Dear Colleagues!
Health NCP Team wishes you all the Best Holidays and a Happy 2018!
We believe that more great things are already on their way for 2018 so we are
looking forward to the coming year!
Thank you all so much for engaging with us. We truly appreciate it.
Happy Holidays to you all and see you in 2018!
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News

The Health Open Info Day took place on 8 December.
The Work Programme for Horizon 2020's Societal Challenge 1: Health, Demographic
Change and Wellbeing over the next 3 years (2018-2020) was presented. Participants were
informed about the topics, deadlines and process of the next calls for proposals.
With the principle of better health for all at its core, the Health, Demographic Change
and Wellbeing Societal Challenge focuses on personalised health and care, infectious
diseases and improving global health, innovative and sustainable health systems, decoding
the role of the environment (including climate change) for health and well-being, digital
transformation and cybersecurity in health and care.
The European Commission has published the EU-Russia coordinated call within the
Work Programme 2018-2020 Horizon 2020 with a deadline on April 18, 2018.
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/s
c1-bhc-21-2018.html
To find more information regarding the call please visit our website:
http://www.h2020-health.ru/en/competition-ru-eu
Horizon 2020' Societal Challenge 1 Work Programme 2018-2020 is expected to offer
calls for proposals with an overall budget of about €2 billion.
All

presentations

and

video

recordings

are

available

on

EC

website:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/health/index.cfm?pg=newspage&item=171218
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Open Calls

EU-Russia Coordinated call on infectious diseases
The European Commission has published the call within the Work Programme 20182020 Horizon 2020 on October 27, 2017 with a deadline on April 18, 2018.
SC1-BHC-21-2018: Research on HIV, tuberculosis (TB) and/or hepatitis C (HCV) in
patients with mono-, co-infections and/or comorbidities in the context of fostering
collaboration with the Russian Federation.
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/t
opics/sc1-bhc-21-2018.html
In Russia, the call was published on November 22, 2017.
Title: Research in priority areas of the Health field involving research organisations
and universities of EU Member States within the framework of multilateral cooperation
under the Horizon 2020 programme.
Deadline for proposals submission: 18 May 2018
http://fcpir.ru/participation_in_program/contests/list_of_contests/1_published/201
9-14-588-0001/
Detailed information about the call can be found on the following web pages:
Russian: http://www.h2020-health.ru/ru/competition-ru-eu
English: http://www.h2020-health.ru/en/competition-ru-eu
European and Russian researchers should write a common proposal and submit it to
the European Commission. At the same time, Russian researchers should write another
proposal and submit it to the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation. If
the proposal is successful, European researchers will be financially supported by the
European Commission and Russian researchers will be financially supported by the Ministry
of Education and Science of the Russian Federation.
If you are interested in participation please contact our NCP!
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Work Programme 2018-20 Highlights

Call - Better Health and care, economic growth and sustainable health systems
H2020-SC1-BHC-2018-2020
This call will aim at reconciling better health and healthy ageing with the need to
develop sustainable health and care systems and growth opportunities for the health and
care related industries. The scope of the call may range from prevention, diagnosis, stratified
approaches, predictive toxicology, the development of novel and repurposed therapeutic
approaches, including medical technologies and advanced therapies, cohorts and registriesbased research, to integration of care and systemic digital solutions for health and ageing
well. It aims to translate new knowledge into innovative applications and accelerate largescale uptake and deployment in different health and care settings, making health and care
systems and services more accessible, responsive and efficient in Europe and beyond. To this
end, the inclusion of private companies and other innovators in the projects is encouraged.
1.1 Personalised medicine
This priority will aim at delivering personalised health and care solutions to benefit
citizens. It will generate and translate knowledge on disease aetiology and technological
innovation into personalised health and care solutions. Areas of application include chronic,
rare and communicable diseases. This priority targets any type of population, including
children, the ageing population and high-risk groups. Relevant links with the European
Reference Networks will be sought. Research under this priority will also attempt to develop
an understanding of the economic impact and the potential of personalised medicine to
transform health systems.
The expected key impact of this priority is improved health outcomes for the citizens.
Additional impacts are to:
(i)
establish Europe as a global leader in personalised medicine research;
(ii)
support the personalised medicine science base through a coordinated
approach to research;
(iii)
provide evidence to policy makers of the benefit of personalized medicine to
citizens and healthcare systems.
The International Consortium on Personalised Medicine will be instrumental to
achieve these aims.
SC1-BHC-01-2019: Understanding causative mechanisms in co- and multimorbidities
Proposals should identify and validate causative mechanisms (e.g. molecular, genetic,
correlative, drug-drug interaction) combining mental and physical disorders through the
integration of basic, pre-clinical and/or clinical research. Applicants should prove the
relevance of the identified mechanisms for co-morbid development. Where pertinent,
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development of biomarkers and other technologies for diagnosis and monitoring of
comorbid conditions in patients is encouraged. A purposeful exploitation of existing data,
biobanks, registries and cohorts is expected, but does not exclude generation of new data.
Sex and gender aspects, age, socio-economic, lifestyle and behavioural factors and any other
non- health related individual attributes should be taken into consideration. SME
participation is strongly encouraged.
EU contribution: 4-6 million euro
Deadline: 02 Oct 2018 (First Stage), 16 Apr 2019 (Second Stage)
SC1-BHC-02-2019: Systems approaches for the discovery of combinatorial therapies for
complex disorders
Research should aim to understand at systems level the pathophysiology of a
disorder in groups of patients responding well or poorly to particular therapies and further
develop combinatorial therapies tailored to the needs of individuals or stratified patient
groups.
Projects should focus on already available and/or authorised therapies and have
access to standardized biobank samples derived from retrospective or currently running
clinical studies. These patient samples should be re-analysed with modern high-throughput
technologies. The existing and newly produced data should be integrated using systems
approaches, which could combine sub-cellular/cellular and/or organ level in-silico models
and network analysis as appropriate, and used to build more sophisticated computational
frameworks to predict patient responses to combinatorial therapies. These predictions
should be validated in pre-clinical and clinical studies taking into account sex and gender
differences. Funding of late stage clinical trials is not within the scope of this topic.
EU contribution: 4-6 million euro
Deadline: 02 Oct 2018 (First Stage), 16 Apr 2019 (Second Stage)
SC1-BHC-03-2018: Exploiting research outcomes and application potential of the human
microbiome for personalised prediction, prevention and treatment of disease
The aim is to achieve understanding of balanced states of health and on that basis to
deliver personalised approaches and clinical tools for predicting and preventing diseases.
Proposals should integrate and use high quality microbiome, metabolome and other -omics
data produced by large scale international initiatives. They should combine and expand
these data with approaches including disease-oriented functional analysis, endogenous and
exogenous factors, innovative imaging, functional, structural and lifestyle, ageing, dietary
data, environmental data, mental disorders and/or any other comorbidity. Proposals
should build on data from existing microbiome projects and, as appropriate, on data from
other international initiatives. Focussed production of new data should make subject
coverage more comprehensive with the aim of delivering more valuable clinical tools.
Proposals should address relevant ethical implications, take into account sex and gender
differences, the effect of country-specific issues and should include a section on research
data management.
EU contribution: 10-15 million euro
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Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-BHC-04-2018: Rare Disease European Joint Programme Cofund
The overall objective is to implement a European Joint Programme (EJP) Cofund for
Rare Diseases which would create a research and innovation pipeline "from bench to
bedside" ensuring rapid translation of research results into clinical applications and uptake in
healthcare for the benefit of patients. The initiative should follow the policies and contribute
to the objectives of the International Rare Diseases Research Consortium (IRDiRC).
The specific objectives of the EJP Cofund are to improve integration, efficacy,
production and social impact of research on rare diseases through the development,
demonstration and promotion of sharing of research and clinical data, materials, processes,
knowledge and know- how, and to implement and further develop an efficient model of
financial support for research on rare diseases including basic, clinical, epidemiological,
social, economic, and health service research. Reaching these objectives requires support of
a wide range of activities and participants which cannot be achieved with an ERA-NETCofund.
EU contribution: 50-55 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-BHC-05-2018: International flagship collaboration with Canada for human data
storage, integration and sharing to enable personalised medicine approaches
To build a collaboration of stakeholders in Europe and Canada in the domain of
repositories storing and sharing human –omics data that will create a framework for longterm cooperation. In order to do so, this programme aims to enhance and standardise data
deposition, curation and exchange procedures thus ensuring better data reuse and increased
benefit to the scientific communities worldwide. The selected projects should build on the
data quality metrics, standards and access policies developed by major international
initiatives (e.g., IHEC, ICGC, IHMC, MME).
EU contribution: 4-6 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-HCO-01-2018-2019-2020: Actions in support of the International Consortium for
Personalised Medicine
Each action should focus on one of the following fields:
- International aspect: The action should focus on building links with third countries
by analysing the potential and advantages of collaboration in personalised medicine (PM)
with those countries, studying areas of interest for Europe in PM collaboration and
promoting international standards in the field. In particular the uptake of personalised
approaches in health systems and healthcare should be addressed, taking into account social
and cultural aspects, health economy issues and equitable healthcare. For the 2018 call, the
project should focus on CELAC as a group of countries, and for the 2019 call on China. Due to
the specific challenge of this topic, in addition to the minimum number of participants set
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out in the General Annexes, proposals shall include at least one participant from the
international partner region CELAC or from China, respectively.
- Regional aspect: The action should establish and support networking between
regions and interregional cooperation in different European countries, in particular linking
remote or sparsely populated regions with regions harbouring critical mass of medical and
PM expertise while taking into account broader socio-economic and cultural aspects. The
focus of the action can include aspects of genomic analysis, me-Health (mobile and
electronic Health), telemedicine etc. but should aim at structuring PM application at regional
level. Linkage to existing inter-regional projects (financed by INTERREG programmes) or
interregional partnerships of Thematic Smart Specialisation Platforms will be actively
encouraged. (2018 call).
- Healthcare- and pharma-economic models for personalised medicine, interlinking
European public health approaches with medical practice and financing. The action should
carry out studies in support of research in and development of new health- and pharma
economic models for PM, including prevention, to capture value and to develop relevant
health financing models. Analysing mid- and long-term impacts of innovative products
designated for sub-sets of patient populations on the patients themselves and on public
health systems. Assessing the benefits of personalised medicine development for citizens
and their broader social environment while ensuring patient safety, access, equity, solidarity,
data safety and financial sustainability of public health systems in the EU. The action should
involve different relevant stakeholders and take into account work being carried out by
other EU funded initiatives, such as EUnetHTA. SME participation is encouraged. Results of
the studies and workshops should be actively disseminated to a wider audience, including
relevant authorities, professionals and the wider public. (2018 call).
- Standardisation for clinical study design. Establishment of innovative clinical trial
design methodology for PM, including guidelines for research and reflection papers. The
action should take into account sex/gender differences as well as the work done by relevant
stakeholders and authorities such as EMA37 and the HMA network38, as well as the
European legal framework. SME participation is encouraged. The results of the studies and
workshops should be actively disseminated to a wider audience, including, industry,
researchers and other professionals. (2019 call).
EU contribution: 1,5-2 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018, 16 Apr 2019
SC1-HCO-02-2018: Data integration and data-driven in-silico models for enabling
personalised medicine - a European standardization framework
The proposal should establish a forum for in-silico methodologies applied in
translational and clinical research, where different transnational initiatives should meet and
debate on their standardisation strategies. The project should evaluate the data integration
and data-driven in-silico models strategies and identify best practices for integrating and
modelling heterogeneous human disease data transnationally. The project should focus on
those heterogeneous types of human data which are best structured (addressing relevant
ethical implications and sex and gender differences) and thus pose fewer technical
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challenges for transnational sharing of data. Such data could be in principle biological and
clinical data and the models should comprise of several computational models e.g. systems
biology, physiological modelling, network analysis etc.
EU contribution: 1,5-2 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-HCO-04-2018: ERA-NET to support the Joint Programming in Neurodegenerative
Diseases strategic plan (JPND)
Proposals should pool the necessary financial resources from participating national or
regional research programmes in the area of neurodegenerative diseases research by
implementing a transnational joint call for proposals resulting in grants to third parties with
EU co-funding, with a view to scale-up the implementation of the JPND Research Strategy.
Proposers are requested to also implement other joint activities, including training and
additional joint calls without EU co-funding.
Proposals should also promote the strategic alignment of research activities related
to neurodegenerative diseases across Europe, such as developing and aligning national
research plans and strategies, making data bases more accessible and interoperable,
harmonisation of measurements and methodologies, networking of already existing
structures and studies, training etc.
Proposals should demonstrate the expected impact on national and transnational
programmes as well as the leverage effect on European research and competitiveness, and
should plan the development of key indicators for supporting this.
Participation of legal entities from third countries is encouraged in the joint call as
well as in other joint activities including additional joint calls without EU co-funding.
Participants from these countries may request a Union contribution (on the basis of the ERANET unit cost) for the coordination costs of additional activities.
EU contribution: 4-5 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
1.2 Innovative health and care industry
This priority will focus on turning innovative knowledge and technologies into
practical applications benefiting citizens, healthcare systems and businesses. It will support
the most innovative stakeholders in Europe in the area of health and care research. Areas of
research will include innovative diagnostics and therapeutics, including advanced therapies.
SMEs will be an important component and target of this priority. Actions under this priority
are expected to demonstrate clear exploitation potential and socioeconomic benefits for
patients and sustainable health systems.
SC1-BHC-09-2018: Innovation platforms for advanced therapies of the future
Building on European strengths and using the definition set out in Regulation (EC)
1394/2007, projects should create knowledge, testing and exploitation platforms around
innovative concepts for advanced therapy development. Platforms should comprise the
components and expertise necessary to create a solid foundation on which to build possible
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new therapeutic approaches and/or aim to overcome particular development bottlenecks.
Possible components could include studying the basic biology of the potential therapy and
investigating its mode of action, proof of concept (in vitro, in animal models – where
necessary - or first-in–man studies); safety, efficacy, characterisation, refinement and
manufacturing of the product could be considered. Projects should also propose a business
model for exploiting results and carry out appropriate outreach and public information
activities. Examples of issues that have been identified as holding back the field include gene
delivery to cells, reducing off-target effects in gene therapy, immunogenicity of potential
new therapies, cell homing and tracking, lack of adequate pre-clinical models, or responding
to regulatory concerns, such as potency assays, product characterization, or bank-to-bank
variability (non-exhaustive list for illustrative purposes only). Sex and gender differences
should be investigated, where relevant. Potential ethical issues should be addressed.
EU contribution: 12-15 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-HCO-05-2018: Strengthening regulatory sciences and supporting regulatory scientific
advice
Proposals should; (i) establish, regularly update and disseminate a comprehensive
inventory43 of existing support activities for regulatory Scientific Advice and Protocol
Assistance in Europe such as the Innovation Task Force (ITF44) briefing meetings; (ii) analyse
the effectiveness of existing support activities and develop a common strategy for training
programmes to strengthen regulatory sciences and improve support for successful outcomes
from regulatory Scientific Advice and Protocol Assistance based on identified best practices;
(iii) support and/or advice for the delivery of corresponding pilot training programmes in an
efficient and collaborative manner, and (iv) assess the need for and possibly propose
additional mechanisms sustainably supporting academic groups in regulatory Scientific
Advice and Protocol Assistance procedures.
EU contribution: 1,5-2 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
1.3 Infectious diseases and improving global health
This priority will tackle infectious diseases and the health of vulnerable groups. Taking
a 'One Health'- and a more personalised approach, it will target the improvement of risk
assessment and surveillance tools, and the development of innovative medical
countermeasures addressing in particular antimicrobial resistance, emerging and reemerging infectious diseases (public health emergencies) and poverty-related and neglected
diseases. Also relevant to this priority are maternal and newborn health, global collaboration
on non-communicable diseases and on brain research, up-scaling interventions in specific
diseases to populations in low-and middle-income countries and in vulnerable populations of
high-income countries and the connection between global health and extensive migration
waves. This priority links to the EDCTP, the EU and WHO (World Health Organisation) Global
AMR action plans, the European One Health Action Plan against Antimicrobial Resistance,
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the global coordination of emerging infectious diseases research, and further multi-lateral
research initiatives.
SC1-BHC-14-2019: Stratified host-directed approaches to improve prevention, treatment
and/or cure of infectious diseases
Proposals should test emerging concepts in drug and/or vaccine development in
order to address the problem of antimicrobial drug resistance and to optimize therapeutic,
curative or preventive measures against infectious diseases of major concern for Europe.
Proposals should capitalize on knowledge of the role of host factors, immune-modulators or
of host- pathogen interactions influencing disease outcome that can be utilized to
strengthen the response to treatment or prevention measures. This should lead to new
enhanced therapies, cures and/or preventive measures. Differences in factors such as age,
gender and genetic variation among the human population should be taken into
consideration.
The proposals should focus on late pre-clinical and/or clinical research, supporting
proof of concept and selecting relevant biomarkers for clinical validation. They should take
advantage of existing or newly established cohorts to help identify factors for predicting the
course of the disease and its response to the intervention in stratified patients.
EU contribution: 6-10 million euro
Deadline: 02 Oct 2018 (First Stage), 16 Apr 2019 (Second Stage)
SC1-BHC-15-2018: New anti-infective agents for prevention and/or treatment of neglected
infectious diseases (NID)
The topic bridges the gap between preclinical and early clinical development of drugs
and/or vaccines against neglected bacterial and parasitic diseases56. Therefore, the
proposed actions should focus on late preclinical (e.g. validation in animal models,
toxicology, Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) production, preparation of Investigational
Medicinal Product Dossier) and early clinical (up to phase 1) development of already existing
lead drug and vaccine candidates. Multidisciplinary platforms bringing together academic
and industry research teams, from European and disease-endemic countries, with the
capacity to exploit existing experience and propose innovative solutions addressing several
relevant pathogens are particularly encouraged. Sex and gender differences should be taken
into account where relevant.
EU contribution: 5-10 million euro
Deadline: 06 Feb 2018 (First Stage) 04 Sep 2018 (Second Stage)
SC1-BHC-16-2018: Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases (GACD) - Scaling-up of evidencebased health interventions at population level for the prevention and management of
hypertension and/or diabetes
Proposals must focus on the scale-up of interventions at population level for
hypertension and/or diabetes prevention and/or management in LMIC, and/or in vulnerable
populations in HIC. Proposals addressing comorbidities with either hypertension or diabetes,
including between them, are encouraged.
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Proposals must align with commitments or planned commitments at a regional or
country level to implement evidence-based interventions (including evidence of costeffectiveness and affordability) across health or other sectors. Policymakers, intervention
payers (excluding research funding agencies), researchers (including local researchers),
implementers and beneficiaries should be involved at all stages of the intervention
development and implementation design to identify the challenges to intervention delivery
in real settings. Such partners will be integral to the success and sustainability of the
programme and it is essential that they are engaged early, and participate actively in the
design of the research proposal. Researchers should collaborate closely with the authorities
responsible for the programme’s delivery. Those authorities must pay for and provide the
interventions, possibly through loans contracted from development banks or other financial
providers. Proposals will carry out the research associated with the scale-up of the
intervention.
EU contribution: 2-4 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-BHC-18-2018: Translational collaborative cancer research between Europe and the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC)
Proposals must focus on translational and multidisciplinary research to identify
specific patient groups in view of improving one or more of the following aspects: screening,
early detection, diagnosis, and/or prognosis.
Proposals must build on the diverse genetic backgrounds, risk factors, cancer
incidence67, geographical environment, and/or different healthcare models (including social
care and volunteers) in European and CELAC countries.
Proposals may integrate molecular, behavioural, nutritional, clinical, social and
environmental epidemiology data from cohorts; registries; biobanks; repositories; research
infrastructures;
Considerations of effectiveness and potential clinical benefit should be integrated in
the proposals where relevant.
Specific population age groups, sex and gender aspects, socio-economic, ethical,
ethnic, cultural, lifestyle and behavioural factors and any other non-health related individual
attributes should be taken into consideration where relevant.
Due to the specific challenge of this topic, in addition to the minimum number of
participants set out in the General Annexes, proposals shall include at least two participants
from two different CELAC countries.
EU contribution: 2-4 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-BHC-19-2019: Implementation research for maternal and child health
Proposals should focus on implementation research for improving maternal and child
health with a focus on the first '1000 days' from pregnancy until two years of age. This
research can take place in either high income countries or low and middle income countries,
or in a combination thereof.
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The implementation research in the first 1000 days may cover:
• new or improved health service delivery interventions that strengthen maternal
and child health; and/or
• the scaling up and/or adapting of existing evidence-based interventions to new
contexts. Neither pre-clinical research nor clinical trials in the context of product
development are within the scope of this call.
EU contribution: 2-4 million euro
Deadline: 02 Oct 2018 (First Stage), 16 Apr 2019 (Second Stage)
SC1-BHC-21-2018: Research on HIV, tuberculosis (TB) and/or hepatitis C (HCV) in patients
with mono-, co-infections and/or comorbidities in the context of fostering collaboration
with the Russian Federation
Proposals should address one or more of the following subtopics:
- TB: To investigate biomarkers or new diagnostic tests for early screening of TB risk
groups for TB infection and identification of antimicrobial drug resistance.
- HIV: To investigate the susceptibility to HIV and/or disease progression rate after
infection, including various HIV subtypes and/or transmission clusters, and/or the
development of adverse effects during antiretroviral therapy and concomitant diseases
(comorbidities and/or co-infections, including with tuberculosis).
- HCV: To evaluate the genetic determinants of the virus and the host, and comorbid
conditions that can be involved in disease progression and create the basis for the
development of future HCV treatment strategies.
In performing the research agenda to address one (or more) of the listed subtopics,
the applicants might make use of already established European cohort networks or establish
new collaborations thus widening their geographical scope and include HIV, HCV and/or TB
mono or co-infected individuals and perform retrospective or prospective studies. Proposed
actions should take into consideration vulnerable groups and target populations, which may
include, but not limited to: ageing subjects, injecting drug users and other social risk groups.
Sex and gender differences should be taken into account where relevant.
EU contribution: 2-3 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-HCO-06-2018: Establishment of an International Network of Social Sciences Research
Centres to help address governance and other challenges in the preparedness for and the
response to infectious threats
The scope of this Coordination and Support Action (CSA) is to: I. Initiate, in an
organised and coordinated manner, the International Network of Social Sciences Research
Expertise, addressing governance challenges, engage with stakeholders on behalf of network
members, and work with research funding agencies to grow the network to an effective,
internationally representative scale. The proposed network would have the following main
objectives:
- Strengthen research capacity and catalyse social sciences researchers to generate
and apply new knowledge about effective governance arrangements for infectious disease
Russian NCP “Health” e-mail: H2020@mc.msu.ru, mail@fp7-health.ru, Tel: +7 495 531 27 77 ext.4103

preparedness, combating antimicrobial resistance, and prevention and response efforts. This
would include addressing the ethical, legal and social aspects (ELSA) as well as among others
the issue of accessibility;
- Foster cross-region and global research collaborations to better connect researchers
currently working in isolation and to support bigger, more robust social science research on
the governance aspects of infectious threat prevention and response;
- Facilitate ongoing engagement between researchers and global policymakers to
inform national and global decision-making on appropriate governance arrangements for
effective prevention and response measures;
- Inform and enable better preparedness and response efforts through the
application of knowledge, sharing of lessons learned, and creation of improved governance
arrangements. But also be a source of advice in case of a public health emergency, to inform
priority setting and response from a social science perspective. In this respect flexibility will
be expected from the consortium.
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-HCO-08-2018: Creation of a European wide sustainable clinical research network for
infectious diseases
Proposals should build on successful European collaborative initiatives such as
PREPARE and COMBACTE and further advance clinical research in the field of infectious
disease by supporting the establishment of a European wide multidisciplinary clinical
research network. Such a network should be capable of performing all clinical trial aspects
encompassing study design, execution and reporting (sex and gender differences analysis to
be included where relevant). It should develop and allow for innovative research approaches
and enable flexibility in responding to unpredictable events and signals. The network should
provide clear and direct access for stakeholders including academic organizations, SMEs and
larger industry to perform clinical studies. The proposal should develop a business plan to
ensure the sustainability of the network. The network should actively disseminate
information and contribute to awareness rising. Furthermore, it should also create synergies
with global initiatives, enabling quick and smooth interactions and collaboration across the
world.
EU contribution: 2-3 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-HCO-09-2018: Building international efforts on population and patient cohorts
Building on existing cohorts and in close alliance with relevant research
infrastructures, proposals should establish a strategy for the development of the next
generation of integrated cohorts, including:
- Map the cohort landscape in Europe and large international initiatives. The mapping
should include, for instance meta-data on purpose, coverage and measurements and any
other relevant information.
- Identify best strategies for cohorts' integration, taking into account relevant ethical
issues.
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- Promote the harmonisation of past and future data collection and provide
recommendations on standards to improve future sample and data collection.
- Foster the inclusion of data emerging from new technologies (e.g. ICT, social
platforms), new type of data (e.g. lifestyle, geographical, genetic, eHealth records) and
exposure, including to new and emerging products (e.g. novel tobacco products, ecigarettes, waterpipes).
- Promote best practises to optimise access to existing and future cohorts.
- Contribute to define an international strategic agenda for better coordination of
cohorts globally.
EU contribution: 1-2 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-HCO-10-2018: Coordinating European brain research and developing global initiatives
Proposals should:
-Identify areas of neurosciences where the need for enhanced coordination of
research communities into active clusters is particularly acute;
- Accelerate exchange between researchers in different European research initiatives
to promote cooperation and to minimise fragmentation and duplication;
- Support the emergence of these clusters, facilitate links with research
infrastructures and other major initiatives, in coordination with European Commission
services, with the aim of sharing data and enhancing the exploitation of results, fostering
new collaborations and identifying future research objectives;
- Identify and develop tools and support activities implemented by EU funded
initiatives and infra-structures suitable to develop Open Science policy in the neurosciences
by sharing and better utilisation of clinical data via IT platforms and also considering any
relevant regulatory requirements and policies;
- Explore possibilities for broader scale cooperation at global level by fostering
dialogue with researchers outside Europe in coordination with research funders around the
world, in order to foster the global brain research agenda.
EU contribution: 1-2 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-HCO-11-2018: Strategic collaboration in health research and innovation between EU
and China
The objective of this action is to support networking between European and Chinese
policy makers, programme owners and funders, with the following goals:
- To develop a sustainable platform between EU and China that will facilitate a
constant dialogue on addressing common health R&I challenges.
- To identify health challenges, whose solution may benefit from closer bi-lateral
and/or multi-lateral cooperation between EU and China, to facilitate and develop
collaborative research initiatives between EU and Chinese stakeholders.
EU contribution: 0,8-1 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
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1.4. Innovative health and care systems - Integration of care
This priority will aim at developing effective, accessible and sustainable health
interventions and integrated care systems. This aim is particularly relevant in the context of
personalised medicine, management of chronic diseases and health promotion. It includes
the further development of health technology assessment methods, and the evaluation of
community- and population-based intervention strategies, both retrospectively and
prospectively. It addresses also the dimension of new financing and business models, which
will also require contributions from the disciplines of social sciences and humanities. This
priority includes the integration of the care dimension by better coordinating primary and
community care with the specific needs of the patient.
The expected impact of this priority is better evidence for the development of more
sustainable and resilient health systems, including through better and more coordinated
health technology assessment, resulting in increased access to quality care for everyone and
better health promotion. It should also provide a path to implementation of integrated care
programmes, and to strengthen the procurement communities and the links between the
demand (care authorities) and supply (technology providers) sides.
SC1-BHC-22-2019: Mental health in the workplace
Proposals should develop and implement intervention(s) that an
employer/organization can take to promote good mental health and prevent mental illness
in the workplace. These interventions can be newly developed or improvements on existing
ones. They should address challenges in mental health in the workplace90 in the EU. The
interventions should be assessed in terms of direct and indirect individual and collective
health outcomes and cost- effectiveness, implementation facilitators and barriers.
Proposals should build on existing knowledge but may well go beyond. Comorbidities in mental and/or physical health should be addressed. Research should be
multidisciplinary, including social sciences and the humanities. The stigma attached to
mental ill health is important to consider as well as other social and cultural factors which
may be relevant to improving the working environment. Mixed-methods research91 is
encouraged. Proposals should involve key partners such as employers and employees in the
private and public sector, policy makers, insurers, social partners and civil society in
developing initiatives. Proposals should address relevant gender issues (e.g. gender equality
at the workplace). Ethics and data protection aspects should be addressed where they are
relevant.
EU contribution: 0,8-1 million euro
Deadline: 02 Oct 2018 (First Stage), 16 Apr 2019 (Second Stage)
SC1-BHC-23-2018: Novel patient-centred approaches for survivorship, palliation and/or
end-of-life care
Proposals should demonstrate, the effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of new,
improved or specifically adapted pharmacological and/or non-pharmacological interventions
to either relieve symptoms (e.g. pain) and suffering caused by life-threatening nonRussian NCP “Health” e-mail: H2020@mc.msu.ru, mail@fp7-health.ru, Tel: +7 495 531 27 77 ext.4103

communicable diseases (including disabilities), or serious late and long-term side effects of
disease treatments in patients and survivors, or symptoms that occur at the end of life.
Randomised clinical trials or observational studies of new or improved patient and/or family
centred94 interventions, targeting children95 and/or adults, should be considered for this
topic. Proposals should give a sound feasibility assessment justified by available publications
or preliminary results.
Proposals should prove the feasibility of integrating the proposed interventions in
current pain management, palliative and/or end-of-life and/or survivorship care regimes and
healthcare systems across Europe while taking into account the complex human aspects
which are necessarily managed by such regimes and systems.
The proposals should address sex, gender, age and socio-economic factors in health
and any other factors (e.g. ethical, familial, cultural considerations, including personal beliefs
and religious perspectives, etc.) that could affect health equity.
EU contribution: 3-4 million euro
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-BHC-25-2019: Demonstration pilots for implementation of personalised medicine in
healthcare
The pilot projects should demonstrate the benefit for individuals as well as the
implementability and economic viability of personalised medicine approaches in real life
healthcare settings. The pilots should be tailored to the needs of citizens, making use of a
wide variety of data and proposing prediction, prevention or treatment solutions, focusing
on diseases with high burden to society (taking due account of sex/gender differences) and
including multi-morbidity conditions if relevant. The use of big data approaches and high
performance computing is encouraged. Applicants should ensure coordination with national,
regional or local authorities engaging in healthcare environments and should aim at linking
different institutions (hospitals, other healthcare facilities, public health authorities, payers
etc.). The pilot projects should engage partners in regions or cities having adopted or that
are in advanced planning for introducing PM approaches. Patient representatives as well as
partners from countries that are in the process of upgrading their healthcare systems should
be involved, ensuring a wide European dimension. Applicants should address the health
economic, ethical, legal and societal aspects of the proposed action. Taking into account the
advances already achieved for PM approaches in cancer and rare diseases, projects with
primary focus on these diseases are excluded from the scope of this topic.
EU contribution: 18-20 million euro
Deadline: 02 Oct 2018 (First Stage), 16 Apr 2019 (Second Stage)
SC1-BHC-26-2018: HTA research to support evidence-based healthcare
Proposals should develop new or improved methodological approaches and
frameworks, and foster methodological consensus-building
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
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SC1-HCO-12-2018: Innovation in healthcare - a CSA towards using pre-commercial
procurement and public procurement of innovative solutions in healthcare systems
The objective of this coordination and support action (CSA) is to create a Europe-wide
consortium of healthcare providers and public procurers in the health and social care sector
that define together unmet procurement needs to implement innovative solutions in
healthcare.
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
1.5 Decoding the role of the environment, including climate change, for health and wellbeing
This priority will assess the impact of environment (i.e. factors external to the human
body and to health and healthcare systems, including climate change) on health and wellbeing, and the related socio-economic impacts. This priority will address three main items: (i)
the development of new testing and screening methods to identify endocrine disrupting
chemicals; (ii) the development of the 'human exposome', allowing the assessment of the
totality of the life-long environmental influences that individuals are exposed to and their
health impacts; (iii) the development of a European environment and health research agenda
for the future. This priority contributes to the Ostrava Declaration on Environment and
Health and the EU chemical and other sectoral policies. Where appropriate, this priority will
build on existing results from projects funded under previous EU research framework
programmes and create links to the European Human Biomonitoring Initiative.
SC1-BHC-27-2018: New testing and screening methods to identify endocrine disrupting
chemicals
New and improved approaches are needed to increase the quality, the efficiency and
the effectiveness of existing methods to meet demanding and evolving regulatory
requirements worldwide. In consultation with relevant regulatory bodies, research should
improve and harmonise screening and testing protocols/strategies and hazard/risk
assessments by developing better and faster tools, test methods or models, including in vitro
and in vivo tests, high-throughput and in silico methods (e.g. QSAR), potentially combined
with research on adverse outcomes pathways. For in vitro tests, appropriate coupling of
their results to human health effects should be ensured. Information is also needed as
regards how epidemiological and field monitoring data, which are also to be considered as
data sources in a regulatory context, can be used to gain information about possible
associations between levels of exposure to specific chemicals and ED-related effects. Focus
should be on the most urgent regulatory needs, e.g., methods addressing the thyroid axis,
developmental neurotoxicity, metabolic disorders, female reproduction and non-genotoxic
carcinogenicity. Proposals should involve, in addition to academic researchers, regulatory
agencies and other actors as appropriate. Proposers should consider sex and gender analysis
when relevant. International cooperation is essential. Proposals are required to describe
how they will contribute to ongoing international ED related activities (e.g. OECD work, EU
level databases), including decision schemes under development. To speed up regulatory
uptake of tests, validation is an essential step to be included in the proposals.
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Deadline: 18 Apr 2018
SC1-HCO-13-2018: Setting the priorities for a European environment, climate and health
research agenda
The aim is to establish a research/policy coordination group consisting of relevant
science and policy actors in environment and health from H2020-funded activities and
national/EU regulatory bodies as well as relevant international actors. The objective is to
identify proactively key policy areas requiring scientific support for environment, climate
change and health related issues in the next decade and develop a European medium-term
research and innovation strategy and agenda covering key research and policy aspects –
from causality research and new technologies and approaches to evaluation of socioeconomic impacts of environment and health problems and preventive actions, also in
occupational settings. In addition to this strategy, a set of guidelines, agreed by the
stakeholder community, reflecting the current state-of-art for health impact and risk
assessment of environmental factors applicable across key sectors, should be developed.
The action is invited to structure its work in an inclusive way, ensuring the engagement of all
stakeholders including from European countries with less developed environment and
health research and policy. The proposal should contain a clear work plan for 3 years, but be
open for modifications required to meet the needs of the relevant policy processes (e.g.
development of the next EU research framework programme, WHO environment and health
process).
Deadline: 18 Apr 2018

Call - Digital transformation in Health and Care
This call aims at supporting the management of health and wellbeing while
empowering the participation of citizens and facilitating the transformation of health and
care services to more digitised, person-centred and community-based care models, thereby
enabling better access to healthcare and the sustainability of health and care systems. It is
relevant to the Commission priorities 'A new boost for jobs, growth and investment' and 'A
connected Digital Single Market', as well as to the European Cloud Initiative and the
European Free Flow of Data Initiative. It will contribute to maximising the potential of the
digital economy in the health and care sectors aiming at sustainable development to the
benefit of society, environment and citizens. This call will address eHealth, mobile health
(mHealth) and Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) for Active and Healthy
Ageing.
SC1-DTH-03-2018: Adaptive smart working and living environments supporting active and
healthy ageing
Proposals should develop and validate digitally enabled adaptive services and
solutions 120 leading to smart work environments for older adults, supporting them to
remain actively involved in professional life, helping them to sustain and renew their work
and personal life related skills and support independent active and healthy lifestyles while
taking into account reduced capabilities due to age-related health risks and conditions.
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Proposals should be based on trans-disciplinary research, involving behavioural,
sociological, psychological, medical and other relevant disciplines, including gender and
cultural aspects.
Proposals should convincingly describe the planned progress beyond state of the art
in development and integration of unobtrusive, adaptive solutions for age-friendly living and
working environments, addressing the needs of employees in specific and various sectors
and workplaces.
Deadline: 24 Apr 2018
SC1-DTH-07-2018: Exploiting the full potential of in-silico medicine research for
personalised diagnostics and therapies in cloud-based environments
Proposals are expected to develop and validate software tools and devices for
diagnostic or treatment based on computational modelling and simulation applied in biology
and physiology. The solutions should enable decision making in complex situations and
contribute to a more precise and personalised management of diseases in order to reduce
the burden of non-communicable diseases, such as cancer.
Deadline: 24 Apr 2018
SC1-DTH-08-2018: Prototyping a European interoperable Electronic Health Record (EHR)
exchange
The focus is on developing and testing an extensible, secure and interoperable
platform in compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation130 and the Network
and Information Systems directive131. The work should include the development of a
European prototype implementation with embedded security and large scale testing and
validation in a set of use cases with demonstrated relevance for citizens' health and with
involvement of citizens, hospitals, medical doctors, pharmacies and health professionals
across Europe. Health authorities should be involved in the relevant parts of the proposed
work.
Deadline: 24 Apr 2018
SC1-DTH-10-2019-2020: Digital health and care services
Support the health and care service provider to procure the development, testing
and implementation of digital services and communication concepts that can facilitate the
transition to integrated care models across health and social services and country-specific
cross-institutional set-ups, including decentralised procurement environments
andcollaboration across institutions. Key challenges that could be addressed are patient
empowerment, self-management, patient safety, patient involvement, chronic disease
management, diagnosing, home-care logistics, hospital logistics, skills and independent
living. These challenges could be addressed by applicable ICT domains e.g., telemedicine,
mHealth, IoT, shared open source IT-based platforms, etc. as will be defined in the market
consultation process. This should result in early adoption and demonstration of the potential
for scaling-up the services and positive impact with evidence of appropriate incentives of
various actors.
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Deadline: 14 Nov 2018
SC1-HCC-01-2018: Supporting investment in smart living environments for ageing well
through certification
The action will consolidate knowledge from related projects and initiatives to identify
the most appropriate scheme for harmonisation, certification, approval labelling or other
forms or reliable identification of adequate smart living environments for ageing well,
including indicators and good practices.
In a coordinated effort with relevant R&I projects, national initiatives and other
stakeholders (among them national schemes, procurers, civil society representatives,
certification and regulation & standardisation bodies, building and ICT industry), the scheme
should be developed and agreed for adoption.
Deadline: 24 Apr 2018
SC1-HCC-03-2018: Support to further development of international cooperation in digital
transformation of health and care
The action should develop and deliver a roadmap for international cooperation which
outlines key relevant research and innovation areas in digital solutions and services for
active and healthy ageing. The selection of topics and potential funding schemes should be
based on a clear methodology which also takes into account the European added value and
identifies relevant existing and emerging initiatives which can form the basis for such a
cooperation. The action should also ensure that relevant stakeholders are engaged during
the process through regional and international workshops and a set of communication and
dissemination actions.
Deadline: 24 Apr 2018
SC1-HCC-04-2018: Digital health and care services – support for strategy and (early)
adoption
Create favourable framework conditions for cross-border Communities of Practise
(CoP) and create a network that will assist the health & care research and innovation
ecosystems in taking investment decisions on future procurement of research and
innovation and, eventually, on (large scale) deployment of eHealth systems and new care
delivery models. The network should support existing ecosystems, create capacities,
promote, co-ordinate, collaborate with other innovation accelerators and investors, and
focus on adoption and scale of health innovation European wide. To facilitate sufficient
knowledge brokerage all appropriate actors in the innovation chain and systems should be
engaged
The consortium should represent a well-designed network of procurers and demand
side actors e.g., European regions, national care authorities, NGOs, patient and consumer
organisations that have proven experience in the field and the capacity to engage and
consult objectively all relevant actors. The consortium should also connect to investors,
National Promotional Banks and Economic Development Agencies.
Deadline: 24 Apr 2018
Russian NCP “Health” e-mail: H2020@mc.msu.ru, mail@fp7-health.ru, Tel: +7 495 531 27 77 ext.4103

SC1-HCC-05-2018: Support to a Digital Health and Care Innovation initiative in the context
of Digital Single Market strategy
The action should address the activities indicated below, in close coordination with
European Commission services, while considering the coordination activities and programs
mentioned above, relevant projects and actions supported by the EU, and other relevant
initiatives.
Deadline: 24 Apr 2018

Joint competitions of the Russian Foundation for
Basic research (RFBR) and Austrian Science Fund (FWF)

The objective of this competition is to welcome projects on basic scientific research and to
grant financial support for prospective research projects that are conducted by individuals
from Russia and Austria in the field of "Biology and medical sciences".
Project duration - 3 years.
Russian participants and Austrian parties should agree on the content and the name
of the studies, and submit their projects by February 1, 2018.
http://www.rfbr.ru/rffi/ru/contest/o_1930312

Joint Russian-French initiative research projects
competition of the Russian Foundation for Basic research
(RFBR) and Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique
(CNRS)
The aim of the competition is to grant financial support for initiative research projects
being conducted by Russian and French scientists in frames of international associated
laboratories and international scientific associations.
The Competition supports basic research projects being conducted by joint Russian
and French scientific teams in frames of international associated laboratories and
international scientific associations.
Russian and French scientists, supervisors of the joint project, must agree in advance
on the name and content of their applications and submit the applications to RFBR (Russian)
and CNRS (French).
Project duration – 1,2,3 or 4 years.
Call deadline – 13.02.2018.
RFBR: http://www.rfbr.ru/rffi/ru/contest/o_2041715
CNRS: http://www.cnrs.fr/derci/spip.php?article883&lang=en
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Joint initiative research projects competition of the
Russian Foundation for Basic research (RFBR) and the
German Research Foundation (DFG)

Competition objectives: Financial support for both Russian and German researchers
in their joint initiative scientific activities.
The Competition supports basic research projects being conducted by joint Russian
and German scientific teams in the area of Biology and Medical Sciences.
Russian and German scientists, supervisors of the joint project, must agree in
advance on the name and content of their applications and submit the applications to RFBR
(Russian) and DFG (German Research Foundation).
Russian scientists submit the application after the registration of German team’s
project in DFG. The number of German application must be sent to RFBR.
The duration of the joint initiative research project is 1, 2 or 3 years.
The name of the project must be the same for both Russian and German application.
Applicants are welcome to submit their applications till March 01, 2018.
RFBR: http://www.rfbr.ru/rffi/ru/classifieds/o_2054325
DFG:
http://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/announcements_proposals/info_wissenschaft_17_91/inde
x.html
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Events

XII International congress on reproductive medicine
Date: 16-19 January 2018
Location: Moscow, Russia
Web-site: http://reproductive-congress.ru/english.php

Russian Congress of Laboratory Medicine
Date: 03-05 October 2018
Location: Moscow, Russia
Web-site: http://congress.fedlab.ru/eng/

Russian Health care Week
Date: 03-07 December 2018
Location: Moscow, Russia
Web-site: http://www.zdravo-expo.ru/en/
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Research Cooperation

Novosibirsk Tuberculosis Research Institute (NTRI)
Homepage: http://nsk-niit.ru/en/

The Novosibirsk Tuberculosis Research Institute (NTRI) has been organized in 1943
and is the only Federal TB Control Center behind the Urals .
NTRI area of expertise: scientific research, organizational and methodological work,
clinical and advisory health care, as well as the fulfillment of the state assignments for
epidemiological TB monitoring in the Siberian and Far Eastern Federal Districts for the
national and international TB control programs.
Since 2010, Novosibirsk TBRI is a WHO Collaborating Centre for Training in the fight
against multidrug resistant tuberculosis.
The Institute provides the clinical diagnostics and treatment of pulmonary and
extrapulmonary tuberculosis by application of the full range of modern medical technologies
in the field of laboratory and radiology diagnostics, surgery, endoscopy, bronchology and in
urology.
The Institute participates in international scientific and epidemiological studies
actively and successfully with the financial support of governmental, international and nongovernmental organizations and foundations.
The Novosibirsk TB Research Institute employs 305 people. Among scientists and
doctors working at the institute, there are many leading experts in their fields with a high
reputation among Russian and international TB specialists.
8 NTRI experts have a degree of Doctor of Medical Sciences, 17 poses a degree of
Candidate of Medical Sciences, 3 employees awarded with the title "Honored Physician of
Russia."
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Novosibirsk State Medical University
Homepage: http://en.ngmu.ru/
The Novosibirsk State Medical University is known for its research programs in
medicine, biology, pharmacy, sociology, psychology and philosophy.
Most of NSMU research projects are traditionally performed in collaboration with
institutes of the Russian Academy of Medical Sciences (Siberian Branch) and the Russian
Academy of Sciences (Siberian Branch). Projects that can potentially benefit public health
care practices are given top priority.
NSMU offers PhD programs in 13 different disciplines.
All the scientific and educational achievements of the university are reflected in the
University's Electronic Journal "Medicine and education in Siberia". The Journal aims to
create, support and develop common information space in the fields of medicine, biology,
pedagogics, pharmaceutics, sociology, philosophy, economics and psychology with the use
of high technologies as well as to develop and deepen the medical contacts and to exchange
the information of the up-to-date technologies in the medical and educational spaces.
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North-Western State Medical University named after I.I. Mechnikov
Homepage: http://szgmu.ru/eng/
North-Western State Medical University named after I.I.Mechnikov was formed on
October the 12-th, 2011, as a result of merger of two oldest educational medical institutions
in Russia - Saint-Petersburg Medical Academy of Postgraduate Studies and Saint-Petersburg
State Medical Academy n. a. I.I. Mechnikov.
The activity of the University is based on cooperation and coordination of
educational, clinical and scientific activity. It makes possible to prepare competent
specialists, who possess up-to-date knowledge and are able to use it in practice.
Diagnostic and clinical work at Mechnikov University is managed in 6 own clinics,
which capacity is 1645 beds and include 25 clinical specializations. Clinical subdivisions of the
University provide high-skilled medical help to 40000 patients at hospital and about 300000
outpatiently yearly.
The research work at Mechnikov University is conducted in accordance with recent
scientific development directions of biomedical sciences. Considerable attention is paid to
studies in the field of health protection and sanitary and epidemiological welfare of
population. The long-term strategy is focused on effective transfer of fundamental and
applied scientific action results and on building supportive scientific-educational
environment, what will make possible to prepare specialist of highest qualification.
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Institute of Chemical Biology and Fundamental Medicine
Homepage: http://www.niboch.nsc.ru/doku.php/en
The Institute of Chemical Biology and Fundamental Medicine of the Siberian Branch
of the Russian Academy of Sciences is one of the international leaders in creation of genedirected biologically active agents, studying of physico-chemical bases of processes of
transfering and saving of hereditary information. Genodiagnostic of infectious, autoimmune
and tumoral diseases are also studied at the Institute. The Institute provides production of
enzymes for biotechnology and medical diagnostics (DNA ligases, DNA polymerases,
nucleases), synthesis of oligonucleotides, nucleosidtriphosphates. According to the SCImago
Institutions Rankings (2013) based on percentage of publications in top international
journals, ICBFM RAS is on the second place among the Russian biological institutes and
fifteenth place among all Russian scientific organizations.
The structure of the Institute includes:
16 Laboratories and research groups;
“Genomics” Core Facility of the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of
Sciences;
Center of New Medical Technologies of the Siberian Branch of the Russian
Academy of Sciences;
Interdisciplinary “Russian-American Laboratory of Biomedical Chemistry”
(head of the Laboratory Sidney Altman - Nobel winner, USA).
Joint Center for genomic, proteomic and metabolomics studies
Since 2000 on the basis of ICBFM the “Genomics” Core Facility exists, which ensures
needs of Siberian academic community in DNA sequencing (from standard definition of
nucleic acids sequences to high performance sequencing - Next Generation Sequencing). In
2006 on the basis of Institute was created the Center of New Medical Technologies SB RAS,
in which approbation of new development and technologies of institutes of SB RAS take
place. 163 Researchers work at the Institute, among them: 2 academicians of the Russian
Academy of Sciences, 1 correspondent member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 24
doctors of science, 102 candidates of science (PhD). The winners of the State prizes, awards
of the Government of the Russian Federation, and number of other prestigious Russian and
international awards work at the ICBFM SB RAS.
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