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The European Commission will invest almost 
€16 billion in research and innovation in the next 
two years under Horizon 2020, the EU's research 
and innovation funding scheme, following a new 
Work Programme for 2016-17.  

The new funding opportunities offered by 
the Work Programme are directly aligned with the 
policy priorities of the Commission/ 

Carlos Moedas, Commissioner for Research, 
Science and Innovation said: "Research and 
innovation are the engines of Europe's progress and vital to addressing today's new pressing 
challenges like immigration, climate change, clean energy and healthy societies. Over the 
next two years, €16 billion from Horizon 2020 will support Europe's top scientific efforts, 
making the difference to citizens' lives."  

In line with Commissioner Moedas' strategic priorities, Horizon 2020 will be open to 
innovation, open to science, and open to the world. The new Work Programme 2016-17 
offers funding opportunities through a range of calls for proposals, public procurements and 
other actions like the Horizon Prizes, together covering nearly 600 topics. The programme's 
structure is a reflection of the overall flexibility of Horizon 2020 which focuses on the EU's 
long-term priorities and the most pressing societal challenges while allowing it to swiftly 
address emerging problems such as outbreaks of diseases.  

Health research is of high priority in Horizon 2020. Work programme 2016-17 is 
available on the official web-site: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2016_2017/main/h2020-
wp1617-health_en.pdf  
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Russian researchers and organisations are encouraged to join all actions of Horizon 
2020 as consortium members and submit their proposals directly to the European 
Commission. 

Taking into account that participants from Russia are no longer automatically funded 
by the EU, the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation supports 
participation of Russian scientists and organisations in Horizon 2020 initiatives by publishing 
dedicated calls. These calls offer funding support for Russian Horizon 2020 participants in 
accordance with the Ministry's own call procedures (Russian Federal Programme (FTP) "R&D 
in Priority Fields of the S&T Complex of Russia" for 2014-2020"). According to the application 
procedure Russian applicant is required to provide a document acknowledging their 
participation in the consortium of the joint Horizon 2020 proposal, submitted under the 
Horizon 2020 call. 

For more information please follow the following link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross... 
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Work Programme 2016-17 Highlights 
 

Call deadline – February 16, 2016 

SC1-PM-12–2016: PCP - eHealth innovation in empowering the patient 

Actions that focus on enabling the transition to new services or better integration of 

existing services through appropriate ICT based technologies using relevant elements e.g., proof 

of concept, user acceptance, use of the service, training of the professionals including online 

courses/forums that bring professionals and patients together, trust and security and consent of 

the patient. These strategies should allow communication to happen by increasing the level of 

interactions between the patient and the health professionals or informal carers, sharing of data 

and enabling the users to stay in control of their health condition and to adhere to prescribed 

medical plans and contribute to increasing the effectiveness of interventions. 

SC1-PM-13–2016: PPI for deployment and scaling up of ICT solutions for active and healthy 

ageing 

This topic will contribute to the Scaling Up Strategy23 of the European Innovation 

Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing and to boosting the Silver Economy and Digital Single 

Market in Europe. The actions supported will target deployment of active and healthy ageing 

solutions at large scale across different regions in Europe. 

SC1-PM-18–2016: Big Data supporting Public Health policies 

Rather than improving existing isolated systems, proposals should focus on how to better 

acquire, manage, share, model, process and exploit the huge amount of data to develop 

integrated solutions that support public health authorities of Member States and associated 

countries in particular in healthcare system management, long-term policy making and increase 

the ability to provide actionable insights at the point of care. Relevant solutions include, for 

example, systems for determining and monitoring the combined effects of environment, lifestyle 

and genetics on public health, enabling early identification of effects, both on women and men, 

that can have large impacts on health including lifestyle and provision of healthcare – both short 

term and long term as well as when interaction with other public sectors is required (e.g. 

physical planning). Focus should also be on the governance of Big Data in order to use it 

proficiently across organisations and at policy levels. Integrated solutions should include suitable 

approaches towards securing security and privacy issues. 

SC1-HCO-09–2016: EU m-Health hub including evidence for the integration of mHealth in the 

healthcare systems 

The core activities of the ‘innovation hub for mHealth’ should focus on fostering research 

and innovation in mHealth and bolster policy making efforts in implementing mHealth strategies 

tailored to the need of the European countries and regions involved. 

The hub should act as a convening platform to bring together experts and innovators for 

institutionalising best practices in mHealth whilst avoiding the creation of silos and 

fragmentation in mHealth knowledge across the EU.  
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Emphasis should be put on the development of a multi-stakeholder ecosystem targeted 

at increasing collaboration between various stakeholders such as researchers, national, regional, 

local authorities, and mHealth manufacturers, supported by a central resource that tracks 

innovation and best practices and identifies gaps in policy while fostering cross-border 

knowledge sharing among Member States or countries associated to Horizon 2020. 

SC1-HCO-10–2016: Support for Europe’s leading Health ICT SMEs 

The scope is co-ordinating post R&D and offering support for developing business models, 

improving the maturity of the new products emerging from Europe’s leading Health ICT SMEs, 

developing a pro-innovation approach to address legal conditions in Europe and globally on a 

case-by-case basis. 

SC1-HCO-11–2016: Coordinated action to support the recognition of Silver Economy 

opportunities arising from demographic change 

This shall be achieved by establishing a widely recognised European annual award 
scheme for innovative solutions which can demonstrate a significant impact improving the 
quality of life of the ageing population, for both women and men, and sustaining a viable and 
promising business model.  

This Annual award will bring together all relevant societal actors and economic sectors to 

create a pan-European movement that acknowledges and exploits the opportunities brought 

about by demographic change and innovation. 

SC1-HCO-12–2016: Digital health literacy 

Proposals should provide support for the improvement of digital health literacy of 

citizens. In particular, proposals should design open access online courses ("MOOCs") for 

different population cohorts including children and the elderly and other high-risk patient 

groups, supporting an interactive learning environment. These courses should ensure user-

friendliness and involve citizens to co-design, test and implement learning modules that would 

help them improve their digital health literacy skills. The courses should be designed tailored to 

users' needs based on a strong understanding and projections of key factors, drivers, barriers 

and trends of the future that affect digital health literacy, be targeted specifically to citizens with 

low levels of digital health literacy and take into account and quantifying demographic, social, 

cultural and gender differences and address critical and/or interactive skills and competencies, 

as well as support peer learning. The work should also articulate a roadmap roll-out, simulate 

system level changes and detail the most appropriate policy actions for ongoing enablement. 

SC1-HCO-13-2016: Healthcare Workforce IT skills 

Proposals should focus on mapping, quantifying and projecting the need, supply and 

demand of workforce skills and competencies to develop IT skills and training programmes for 

the healthcare workforce taking into account the EU-US collaboration underway in this area 

under the EU-US MoU eHealth Roadmap41 and other international cooperation in this area. The 

work should identify how key factors and trends will be investigated, the different scenarios the 

system and eHealth workforce face, quantify and model these futures as well as describe how 

the most robust policies to deliver the desired impacts and outcomes will be investigated. They 
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should also demonstrate knowledge of systematic workforce investigations including skills and 

competences existing curricula and training, identify gaps and propose solutions to bridge them. 

A series of case studies in some of the areas where IT already has an impact on the provision of 

health services, will support the proposed solutions in the most critical areas for example in 

primary health care, monitoring of chronic diseases, high risk patient care and geriatry. A 

familiarity with the ICT Skills’ European eCompetence Framework for healthcare is also 

important. 

SC1-HCO-15-2016: EU eHealth Interoperability conformity assessment 

The proposal should aim at the establishment of a sustainable European Conformance 

Assessment Scheme associated with the maintenance of the eEIF, fostering a wider eHealth 

interoperability uptake for the entire European market. 

SC1-HCO-16-2016: Standardisation needs in the field of ICT for Active and Healthy Ageing 

The proposal is expected to foster user-centred ICT innovation on AHA by engaging, supporting 

and coaching stakeholders to develop and implement their actions in the area of 

standardisation. They should cover standardisation within the area of AHA, in particular in the 

domains of ICT infrastructures for the implementation and delivery of services for independent 

living in age-friendly buildings, scaling-up of innovative care services and interoperability profiles 

for independent living. 

Call deadline – April 13, 2016 

SC1-PM-01-2016: Multi omics for personalised therapies addressing diseases of the immune 

system 

The scope of this topic is to integrate and use high quality genome, epigenome, 

proteome, metabolome, microbiome data produced by large scale international initiatives with 

innovative imaging, functional, structural and lifestyle/environmental data, and combine these 

with disease-oriented functional analysis to contribute to the understanding of health and 

disease with the final objective of selecting relevant biomarkers for clinical validation that will 

lead to the development of new targeted therapies for diseases of the immune system. 

Proposals must build on data from IHEC and, as appropriate, on data from other international 

initiatives. Proposals should address relevant ethical implications, take into account sex and 

gender differences and include a section on research data management. International 

cooperation is requested. Proposals addressing rare diseases of the immune system are 

excluded. 

SC1-PM-04–2016: Networking and optimising the use of population and patient cohorts at EU 

level 

Proposals should aim at maximizing the exploitation of cohorts by bringing together 

national and/or European cohorts with common scientific interests (e.g. across diseases, 

children, mothers, elderly, birth, gender, etc.), and by taking advantage of new technologies (e.g. 

ICT, social platforms, etc.) and new type of data (e.g. geographical, genetic, eHealth records, 

etc.). Based on those cohorts using a comprehensive integration strategy to facilitate hypothesis-
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driven research, data sharing, harmonisation and analysis, proposals should provide expanded 

resources and knowledge on health and disease determinants, onset and course of diseases 

(including aspects of co-morbidity and/or co-infections), clinical, public health and socio-

economic research. Synergies with relevant existing European infrastructures and additional 

collaborations with relevant international initiatives are encouraged. Proposals should also 

engage with relevant international/national/regional authorities to ensure that findings are 

implemented and translated into health policy. 

SC1-PM-05–2016: The European Human Biomonitoring Initiative 

The objective is to create a European joint programme for monitoring and scientific assessment 

of human exposures to chemicals and potential health impacts in Europe, building on previous 

activities undertaken at EU and national levels. 

SC1-PM-06–2016: Vaccine development for malaria and/or neglected infectious diseases 

Proposals will have to address bottlenecks in the discovery, preclinical and early clinical 
development of new vaccine candidates (antigens/adjuvants) for malaria and/or neglected 
infectious diseases. Filoviral diseases are specifically excluded from this topic.  

Depending on the maturity of the research landscape for each disease, proposals may 

range from large research platforms developing multiple vaccine candidates and/or vaccines for 

multiple diseases, to proposals specifically focused on one disease. 

SC1-PM-09–2016: New therapies for chronic diseases 

Proposals should focus on clinical trial(s), supporting proof of concept of clinical safety 

and efficacy in humans16 of novel therapies (pharmacological as well as non-pharmacological) or 

the optimisation of available therapies (e.g. repurposing) for chronic non-communicable or 

chronic infectious diseases. Preclinical research should be completed before the start of the 

project. Proposals should provide a sound feasibility assessment, justified by available 

publications or provided preliminary results. Gender and age must be considered whenever 

relevant. Due consideration should also be paid to involve patients and take their views into 

account wherever relevant. Rare diseases and regenerative medicine are not within the scope of 

this topic. 

SC1-PM-11–2016-2017: Clinical research on regenerative medicine 

Proposals should target regenerative medicine therapies which are ready for clinical (in-
patient) research and should focus on one specific clinical phase of work. Any stage of clinical 
work (e.g., first in man, late stage trial, observational study) may be proposed though later 
stages are preferred; clinical work should represent the core of the proposal. To justify the 
clinical work proposed, phase I proposals must present appropriate preclinical and toxicology 
data, and later phase proposals must present appropriate preliminary results.  

Proposals should include authorization to conduct clinical trials and ethical approvals or 

provide evidence of regulatory engagement and that such approval is close. Preference will be 

given to proposals which are closest to having approvals in place for clinical work to start. Since 

the objective is to test new regenerative therapies, proposals may address any disease or 

condition but a justification for the choice must be provided. Proposers should also justify why 

the therapy proposed is regenerative and how it represents a new approach compared to any 
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existing treatment. Sex and gender differences should be investigated, where relevant. To allow 

an adequate coverage in the field of regenerative medicine, proposals should take into account 

the projects previously funded under this topic in Horizon 2020 

SC1-PM-21-2016: Implementation research for scaling-up of evidence based innovations and 

good practice in Europe and low- and middle-income countries 

Based on the concept of implementation research, proposals should seek to replicate 
and scale up a comprehensive intervention in the field of health systems that is innovative and 
well-researched, supported by sufficient documented evidence. This scaling up can take place 
within Europe as well as outside it, notably in low- and middle-income countries (LMIC). The 
topic does not cover micro-level interventions, e.g. to promote a specific therapeutic regimen for 
a single disease.  

The selected intervention to be scaled up should be one that has proven to make health 

systems and health services more responsive, person-centred, safe, effective, and efficient. Its 

stated impact should be broad, addressing economic and social benefits and its effect on 

reducing inequalities. The research should identify the facilitators of and barriers to scaling-up, 

including context-specific factors and differing social and health systems environments in Europe 

or in LMIC. 

SC1-HCO-01-2016: Valorisation of FP7 Health and H2020 SC1 research results 

The objective of this coordination and support action is to develop a European web 

marketplace referencing all types of innovations such as patents, licensing opportunities, 

prototypes, products, technologies or services with a potential for future exploitation and/or 

commercialisation, primarily generated by FP7 Health and Horizon 2020 SC1 programmes. 

SC1-HCO-02-2016: Standardisation of pre-analytical and analytical procedures for in vitro 

diagnostics in personalised medicine 

Provide pan-European quality assurance schemes and guidelines for pre-analytical 
procedures - such as sample collection, handling, transportation, processing and storing of 
clinical samples - and/or harmonisation and quality assurance of diagnostic practice.  

The proposal should contribute to accreditation and certification, and participate in 

standardization activities at European level. Interaction with the European Metrology 

Programme for Innovation and Research (EMPIR) should be considered as appropriate. 

Outcomes could be coordination of validation studies, assessment of the results of method 

validations, training, counselling, quality procedures and guidelines. 

SC1-HCO-04–2016: Towards globalisation of the Joint Programming Initiative on Antimicrobial 

resistance 

Proposals should support the development and extension of the Joint Programming 

Initiative on antimicrobial resistance  capacities. 

SC1-HCO-05–2016: Coordinating personalised medicine research 

Support the development and operations of a European platform for collaboration 

between funders of personalised medicine research, possibly based on the International 

Consortium model. The platform should coordinate research and innovation efforts across 
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borders, regions and countries. It should foster an interdisciplinary approach to personalised 

medicine by actively involving relevant interested parties. It should develop policies, guidelines, 

etc. aiming to speed up the development and implementation of personalised medicine 

(addressing policy-related, economic, and socio-cultural factors). The platform should aim to 

create synergies with ongoing activities at European and national level (e.g. research 

infrastructures, ERA-NETs, personalised medicine pilot projects, EIT Health KIC). It should 

moreover explore the best use of funds in the implementation of personalised medicine. It 

should actively disseminate information and best-practice examples and contribute to 

awareness raising in the medical professions (accelerating the reshaping of academic curricula) 

and among the general public. The proposal should explore scenarios for long-term 

sustainability. 

SC1-HCO-06–2016: Towards an ERA-NET for building sustainable and resilient health system 

models 

To pave the way to an ERA-NET co-fund action for building sustainable and resilient 

health systems models, this coordination and support action (CSA) will develop a structured 

system of exchange of information between public health research funders and other relevant 

bodies, as well as academia, in order to establish synergies and avoid duplication. It will further 

facilitate the development of a strategic research agenda taking into account the diversity which 

exists within Europe. This agenda will identify at least a number of measurable, performance 

enhancing, scientific-technological or socio-economic objectives, supported by an appropriate 

analysis. 
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Joint Russian-French initiative research projects 

competition of the Russian Foundation for Basic research 

(RFBR) and Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique 

(CNRS) 

 

The aim of the competition is to grant financial support for initiative research 

projects being conducted by Russian and French scientists. 

The Competition supports basic research projects being conducted by joint Russian 

and French scientific teams in the area of Biology and Medical Sciences. The Competition 

supports research being conducted by Russian and French scientists in the research areas of 

mutual interest. 

Russian and French scientists, supervisors of the joint project, must agree in advance 

on the name and content of their applications and submit the applications to RFBR (Russian) 

and CNRS (French). The duration of the joint initiative research project is 1, 2 or 3 years. 

Call deadline - 01.03.2017 

http://www.rfbr.ru/rffi/eng/contests_international_announcement/o_1782797 

 

 

 

 

 

Joint competitions of the Russian Foundation for 

Basic research (RFBR) and Austrian Science Fund (FWF) 

 

 

The objective of this competition is to welcome projects on basic scientific research 

and to grant financial support for prospective research projects that are conducted by 

individuals from Russia and Austria in the field of "Biology and medical sciences". 

Project duration - 3 years.  

Russian participants and Austrian parties should agree on the content and the name 

of the studies, and submit their projects by February 1, 2017. 

http://www.rfbr.ru/rffi/eng/contests_international_announcement/o_1896348m  
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Joint initiative research projects competition of the 

Russian Foundation for Basic research (RFBR) and the 

German Research Foundation (DFG) 

 

Competition objectives: Financial support for both Russian 

and German researchers in their joint initiative scientific activities. 

The Competition supports basic research projects being conducted by joint Russian 

and German scientific teams in the area of Biology and Medical Sciences. 

Russian and German scientists, supervisors of the joint project, must agree in 

advance on the name and content of their applications and submit the applications to RFBR 

(Russian) and DFG (German Research Foundation). 

Russian scientists submit the application after the registration of German team’s 

project in DFG. The number of German application must be sent to RFBR. 

The duration of the joint initiative research project is 1, 2 or 3 years. 

The name of the project must be the same for both Russian and German application. 

Applicants are welcome to submit their applications till 1 December 2015. 

http://www.rfbr.ru/rffi/eng/contests_international_announcement/o_1896349 

 

RFBR and the Royal Society in partnership with the 

British Council announce competition of projects in 

organisation of Russian-British seminars for young 

scientists 

 

Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR) and the Royal Society in partnership 

with the British Council announce Competition of projects on organisation of Russian-British 

seminars for young scientists in 2015 - 2016. 

The objective of this Competition is to stimulate cooperation of young scientists from 

the Russian Federation and the United Kingdom in the form of scientific seminars conducted 

by leading scientists from Russia and the United Kingdom. It aims to create conditions for 

long-term cooperation of young scientists in the field of basic scientific research. 

The Competition welcomes submission of projects on organization of scientific 

seminars for young scientists from Russia and the UK that last from 3 to 5 days in the Russian 

Federation and are scheduled between November 1, 2015 and March 31, 2016 . The daily 

duration of a seminar should be no less than 6 hours. Number of participants should not 

exceed 40 participants and should be no less than 26 people. The number of young scientists 

from Russia that participate in a seminar should be equal to the number of young scientists 

from the UK. 

The project requires organisation of a seminar on "Biology and medical science" 

topic. 

The project can be interdisciplinary. 

Applications for participation in this Competition are accepted from 30 April 2015 

until 20 July 2015. 
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Events 

 
Russian Health care Week 

Date: 5-9 December 2016  

Location: Moscow, Russia 

Web-site: http://www.zdravo-expo.ru/en/  

 

Health Effects of Chernobyl: Prediction and Actual Data 30 Years after the Accident 

Date: 17–19 May 2016 

Location: Obninsk, Russian Federation 

Web-site: http://www.radiation-and-risk.com/en/info-letter 

 

23rd Annual International Stress and Behavior Neuroscience and Biopsychiatry  Conference 

Date: 16–19 May 2016 

Location: St-Petersburg, Russian Federation 

Web-site: 

http://www.stressandbehavior.com/Years/2016/Stpetersburg/stpetersburg2016.html  
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Research Cooperation 

Federal State Institution  

National Research Center for Preventive Medicine  

of the Ministry of Healthcare of the Russian Federation 

Homepage: http://www.gnicpm.ru/en/ 

 

National Research Center for Preventive Medicine was founded in 1988 following 
reorganization of the Institute of Preventive Cardiology (part part of the All-Soviet Union Cardiology 
Scientific Center of the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences) into an independent Federal State 
Institution. Together with the Ministry of Health of the Russian Federation, the Center works to 
improve health standards and regulatory processes of health services in the country. The Center 
focuses on research of the domestic epidemiological situation, development and implementation of 
innovative preventive programs for cardiovascular diseases and other non-communicable diseases 
that have common risk factors. 

As a result of having highly qualified staff at its research departments, the Center has always 
been able to conduct the cutting edge research and has had a critical part in coordinating extensive 
international studies and projects. The results of this work formed the basis for modern approaches 
related to prevention of chronic non-communicable diseases which are being introduced into the 
healthcare system in Russia and other countries.  

Due to the fact that the Center has played a significant role in the development of preventive 
medicine in the Russian Federation and abroad, it has been working closely with the leading 
international organizations working in the field of prevention of non-communicable diseases such as 
the World Health Organization (WHO), the European Network for the promotion of Health-Enhancing 
Physical Activity, the International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease and other major 
research centers in the US, Europe and the CIS. 

Moreover, the Center has an advanced clinical base with the most modern equipment, which 
aids in providing specialized care including high-tech medical care for patients in need of 
endovascular methods of treatment as well as treatment of cardiac arrhythmia and conduction 
disorders. Each year the Center’s hospital treats approximately 4,500 patients and performs over 
1,800 surgeries. On top of this, due to the existing capacity of outpatient departments the Center 
provides care to more than 250,000 patients each year. 

National Research Center is one of a few institutions which conduct educational programs in 
the field of preventive medicine: in the last 25 years Center has trained thousands of physicians. At 
the moment the Center’s staff includes an academician of the RAMS, 19 professors, 43 doctors of 
sciences, and 136 candidates of sciences. 16 employees have honorary titles of Honored Scientist and 
Honored Medical Doctor of the Russian Federation, as well as Honored Health Worker. More than 20 
employees have been awarded with honorary degrees by the Ministry of Health of the Russian 
Federation, whereas three are laureates of the State Prize of the Russian Federation for their 
outstanding contributions to the field of science and technology. Additionally, the Center publishes 
several scientific magazines including “Preventive Medicine”, “Cardiovascular Therapy and 
Prevention” and “Rational Pharmacotherapy in Cardiology”. 

mailto:H2020@mc.msu.ru
mailto:mail@fp7-health.ru
http://www.gnicpm.ru/en/

